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DISCOURSE. 



We have reason to thank God for every good man, whose life and 
character death has sealed, secure from change, for posterity. We 
have reason to thank God for every measure of greatness, intellect- 
ual, and of position and influence, circumstantial, which are as the 
propelling forces and machinery of a rocket that carry the light 
high into the heavens. The beneficent lustre of a good man's ex- 
ample, placed so loftily by position and influence, does not fall 
when the scaffolding is taken away, but remains, and shines the 
brighter and more independent and permanent 

The true light, progress, civilization, well-being and prosperous 
history of the world, are the work of individuals, possessed of truth, 
and laboring for its diffusion. And as the heavens are mapped 
out by constellations and bright planets, named in the childhood of 
astronomical science, and still the old common names and vision of 
those steadfast lights are the practical guide of the multitude, who 
know nothing of co-sines and tangents, just so the eras of our world, 
the periods of light in it, are marked by characters and names in 
which, of men in whom, ideas burn and reign, truths, governing 
truths, are enshrined, and still radiant as revolving lights in great 
light-houses. A single great light marks a period, preserves the in- 
terest of a period, which sometimes, after being as effectually lost 
from sight and from regard as a blank, as completely buried from 
discovery as Herculaneum and Pompeii were for centuries, at length 
becomes again the subject of investigation, of wonder, and of praise. 
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and his anxious parents inquired of the prophet concerning his fate. 
The answer returned was, that he should die, and the reason as- 
signed was, that in him was found some good thing towards the 
Lord God of Israel. His early death was the reward of his early 
piety. And thus, my friend, we may be always confident that such 
afflictions as are sent immediately by Providence, and aie not the 
consequences of our own vices or follies, are sent in mercy ; and 
even trials of the latter description, if borne with resignation, ac- 
companied by penitence and faith, will undoubtedly be overruled 
for our good." This sermon would seem to have had a positive and 
remarkable influence in the formation of young Jay's religious 



In 1812, he married, and in 1818, was appointed to the office of 
Judge of the County of West Chester, which he continued to hold 
for a quarter of a century, until 1843. He declined every other 
public office, but was always active in every station and effort of 
public or private benevolence. He assissted in the organization of 
the American Bible Society, was one of its founders, wrote in its 
defence, was one of its Vice Presidents, and, until he felt compelled 
to rebuke its complicity with the sin and system of slavery in its 
silent submission to those wicked laws which render the Bible a 
sealed book to millions, gave to its management his entire confi- 
dence, and the efficiency of an active and earnest support He was 
chosen President of the American Peace Society in 1847, and by his 
able addresses and essays, as well as the weight of his general 
character and influence, contributed greatly to the spread and power 
of its principles. It is highly proper that in the analysis of his 
qualities, in the consideration of what we owe him as a Christian, 
a Patriot, a Philanthropist, and a Keformer, we should begin the 
sketch with his position, efforts and principles in connection with 
this Society. He brought to that connection the whole knowledge 
of justice and of law, gained from the long study and administra- 
tion of its principles, and the whole power and activity of opinions 
grounded on the Word of God, and confirmed by experience, obser- 
vation, and the knowledge of history. The whole system, science 



and work, the beginning, continuance and end of his life and labors* 
were in that Song of the Angels, whose profound eternal argument 
^nd philosophy of benevolence and reform, are at once the impreg- 
nable foundations, and the irresistible agencies of this Society. 

** Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
WILL TO MEN." The first ascription in this sentence struck the key- 
note of his piety and humanity, commanding the whole depths and 
motives of his being. His labors were all for God and his righteous- 
ness ; for God as revealed in his Word, for God as the alpha and 
omega of all glory and goodness, for God with complete submission 
to God's Word as the supreme, authoritative, all-sufficient guide ; 
for God in the highest, and therefore and of necessity for Him, and 
by His Word, in the lowest, and with the motives, encouragements, 
arguments, promises, and fundamental truths of theology as in his 
Word revealed ; for God with all boldness, perseverance, patience, 
long-suffering, confidence, calmness, and conquering energy and as- 
surance in all the agitating conflicts against wicked men and op- 
pressors. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace ; such peace, 
and on such grounds, and by such means secured and maintained 
as God's glory can admit On the question of Peace, Judge Jay 
was not a mere theorist, but was remarkably practical, and with 
great definite purposes ever in his eye, as those best know who are 
most conversant with his writings and his labors. By his sugges- 
tive views, he was the originator of some of the most prominent and 
effective measures that have been pursued in this great cause of 
benevolence for the last fifteen or twenty years. He in fact gave 
rise to all our Peace Congresses, and by his proposition of stipulated 
ARBITRATION, Opened a method by which disputes, in every case, may 
be settled between contending nations without the last mad resort 
of war, which makes the world a hell on earth in every respect of 
sin, except its penal inflictions. 

Judge Jay's special interest in this cause began at an early period, 
and was manifested, in his connection with this society, not only by 
the performance of official duty, but by various able addresses and 
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publications of a practical and masterly character, on the subject of 
Peace and War. His abhorrence of War, and his earnestness in 
behalf of Peace, were the result of heartfelt principle and con- 
science, guided by the Word of God. One of the earliest of his 
productions on this subject was the admirable ** Essay on War and 
Peace; the Evils of the first, and a Plea for preserving the last," 
published in 1842. He developed, in a powerful manner, the un- 
mitigated wantonness and wickedness of War, its unalleviated mis- 
eries, its perpetuated evil consequences, its failure ever to accomplish 
any pretended good result paraded as its object or excuse. He ex- 
amined the wars of this century, from that of our Kevolution to the 
French, with those of the vast and tremendous career of Napoleon, 
to the last of the wars of Great Britain then on record, the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman war upon China for the protection and enforce- 
ment of the trade in opium. He exposed the pretence of the neces- 
sity of maintaining the national honor even by war. " Alas for Great 
Britain ; for at the very time these words were uttered, she was wag- 
ing against China one of the most dishonorable and detestable wars 
that has ever stained her annals. Indeed, it is difficult to point to 
a war recorded in history, waged more directly against the health, 
morals and happiness of a numerous people, or from motives more 
basely sordid, than the British opium war ; and yet, he who is now 
the prime agent and director of this war, talks of the safety of 
Great Britain as resting on the maintenance of her honor !" 

** Would to heaven this rant about national honor was confined to 
those who are now at the point of the bayonet easing the Chinese of 
their purses. But we also have politicians who are far more con- 
cerned for the honor than for the morality of the nation ; and these 
gentlemen have just made the extraordinary discovery that the honor 
of the Republic requires that her flag shall prove an aegis to villgiins 
of all nations who may think proper to traffic in human flesh." 

" Perhaps the most sublimated wickedness and baseness in degree, 
although limited in extent, perpetrated by any civilized government 
at the present day, is practiced in the city of Washington. There, 
in the boasted citadel of American liberty, native-bom American 



citizens are seized and imprisoned on suspicion of being fugitives 
from bondage ; and when the suspicion is disproved by the non- 
appearance of a claimant, the prisoners are sold as slaves for life to 
raise money to pay their jail fees ! !" 

Judge Jay presented in this volume some impressive and humil- 
iating statistics as the basis of an appeal to Christians in regard to 
the awful prevalence of war, and the duty of laboring for its sup- 
pression. From the year 1700 to the general peace in 1815, taking 
the three leading formidable powers of Europe, Great Britain, 
France, and Kussia, along with three of the minor States, and 
measuring the proportion of time in which each of these countries 
had been engaged in war during that period, the catalogue is as 
follows : 

Great Britain, - - - 69 years. 

Kussia, - - - - 68 ** 

France, .... 63 ** 

Holland, - - - 43 ** 

Portugal, - . - - 40 *' 

Denmark, ... 28 " 

No comment could be more terrible upon the moral character of our 
race than these statistics. No demonstration could be more start- 
ling, and illustrative of the necessity of united Christian effort to 
arrest the sweeping progress of such a habit of calamity and sin. 
** Can it be possible," asks Judge Jay, ** that of all the evils under 
which humanity groans, war is the only one which religion and civ- 
ilization, and the active philanthropy of the present age, can neither 
remove nor mitigate ?" 

In this volume, Judge Jay first suggested the plan of stipulated 
ARBITRATION, agreed upon by treaty between nations, as the method 
of settling international difficulties without resort to war. This 
plan was afterwards defined and proposed more explicitly, and at a 
later day presented by the American Peace Society to the Senate of 
the United States, in the form of a Petition for the establishment by 
treaty with other nations of the proposed method, " binding the 
contracting parties, in the contingency of any future diflference which 
could not be adjusted by negotiation, to refer the same to the de- 
2 
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cision of an umpire selected for the purpose, and to abide by the 
award of such reference." The proposition of this simple and effi- 
cient substitute for war, was received and considered by successive 
Peace Conventions or Congresses in Europe, with admiration for its 
simplicity and practicability, and the adoption of the plan was re- 
commended to the Governments of the civilized world by a Con- 
vention of the Friends of Universal Peace assembled in London in 
1843. Successive Peace Congresses renewed the recommendation. 
It has gained an earnest and admiring consideration, till Judge Jay's 
confidence, in which he first proposed the plan, seems no longer 
chimerical, and his words may yet be fulfilled : ** Nor is it the vain 
hope of an idle credulity, that at last a union may be formed of 
every Christian nation for guaranteeing the peace of Christendom, 
by establishing a tribunal for the adjustment of national differences, 
and by preventing all forcible resistance to its decrees. That such 
a Court, formed by a Congress of Nations in obedience to the general 
wish, would, next to Christianity, be the richest gift ever bestowed 
by heaven upon a suffering world, will scarcely be questioned by any 
who have impartially and candidly investigated the subject." 

But after all, the reliance of Judge Jay for success in any such 
plan, was upon the power of truth applied to the consciences of 
men. "That many and formidable difficulties," he says in his 
volume on Peace and War, ** must be encountered in inducing this 
or any other government to engage to submit all its future claims 
and grievances to arbitration, cannot be denied. But similar diffi- 
culties have been experienced and surmounted. The abolition of 
the slave trade, and the suppression of intemperance, were once as 
apparently hopeless as the cessation of war. Let us then once more 
recur for instruction and encouragement to the course pursued by 
the friends of freedom and of temperance. Had the British Aboli- 
tionists employed themselves in addressing memorials to the various 
Courts of Europe, soliciting them to unite in a general agreement 
to abandon the traffic, there can be no doubt that they would have 
labored in vain, and spent their strength for nought. They adopted 
the wiser plan of awakening the consciences, and informing the un- 
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derstandings of their countrymen, and persuading them to do justice 
and love mercy ; and thus to set an example to the rest of Europe, 
infinitely more efficacious than all the arguments and remonstrances 
which reason and eloquence could dictate." 

This was Judge Jay's own chosen work. He appealed constantly 
to the mind and conscience of the people with the truth. His views 
of public duty and of true patriotism, his convictions of what a 
true Christian expediency requires, as the universal peace-policy 
against tyranny and war, are continued in the opening of the seven- 
ty-second Psalm : ** He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and 
the poor with judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the peo- 
pie, and the little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of 
the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break 
in pieces the oppressor." The characteristics of a good judge, a 
good government, a good man, a good Christian, are here developed, 
and RIGHTEOUSNESS is presented as the only foundation of peace* 
The agencies of benevolence appointed of God, and employed on 
earth, can do His work, can accomplish His purposed mercy, and re- 
veal His glory, only by righteousness. Nothing can stand in the 
place of that, nothing is to be permitted that over-rides or darkens 
that, nothing but that, nothing other than that, can be of any avail 
against war and oppression. You are bound by this rule. First 
pure, then peaceable. It is one of the grandest elements in this 
cause of philanthropy, that it holds you to such noble and uncom- 
promising principles. It was thus that it drew the mind of Judge 
Jay to such earnest and unhesitating advocacy ; it found an affinity 
in his nature, and presented an attraction to his energies. His 
character and life were signalized by the concentration of those en- 
ergies against injustice, oppression, and war. There never was a 
country or an age that had greater need of concentrated truth and 
effort against these prevailing forms of human depravity and mad- 
ness. 

War is the game of usurpers and ambitious Kings in imperial 
and monarchical governments, and pf unprincipled and despotic par- 
ties and party leaders in republics, as of practiced and desperate 
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gamblers. Slavery and war are both assumed and justified by their 
advocates as among God's grandest missionary agencies of civiliza- 
tion and Christianity on our globe. Judge Jay noted their alliance, 
their mutual support and permanence, their embrace in our own 
country, their ravages of horrible treachery and cruelty upon our 
Indian tribes. A thousandth part of the effort and expense main- 
tained to defraud, drive out, exterminate, and demoralize those 
tribes, would have subdued them under the beneficent, gentle, and 
refining power of the gospel ; but that course would have restricted 
the play and power of our own civilizing despotism and depravity, 
and starved not a few political and regimental adventurers, whose 
villainies have fattened on the violation of every treaty, and the 
opportunity of every outrage. Had our government, as a just and 
Christian government, proceeded on those principles of peace laid 
down in God*s Word, no wars would ever have been waged, no 
weapons but of divine truth and charity needed. And even now, 
if the military forts were evacuated and churches planted in their 
stead, if the troops were withdrawn from the Indian territories, and 
well ordered Christian families, properly selected from the various 
avocations of civilized life, were planted among them in sufficient 
numbers to be self-sustaining, co-operating with the Indians in the 
development of their own resources, and in the functions of civil 
government, and equitable prosecution of trade and commerce, a 
glorious result would be gained, honorable and beneficent, at less 
cost, certainly if morals were taken into view, than the expense of 
maintaining half a dozen garrisons. But this was never intended 
nor desired. 

Judge Jay had reflected much on the war spirit, policy and sys- 
tem, as the means of sapping and destroying the liberties of our 
country. He knew the power it gives to despotism, the vantage 
ground of treason against the Constitution, the opportunity of con- 
solidation, gradual and imperceptible, of all the functions of the 
government into one supreme uncontrolled responsibility and domin- 
ion, the thousand opportunities of increasing patronage, of bribery, 
of the invasion of law, of establishing precedent against law, the 
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opportunities of wickedness afforded in demanded appropriations for 
secret as well as open service, the contracts on a vast scale, the cor- 
ruptions unsearchable, unpunishable, the grants of irresponsible 
authority, the opportunities of bribery and fraud in the collection, 
discipline, management and payment of armies and navies. He 
had watched the corruption of conscience, the perversion of opinion, 
the sanction and popularity of evil principles, under the pestilential 
malaria of the war-fever, that in a calm and candid investigation 
could not stand one moment against the reprobation of God's Word 
and of common honesty. He had seen the transmutation of such 
principles into watchwords of patriotism, Om* Country, right or 
wrong : go it Uind! What wicked usurpation could he judge im- 
possible, with such debauchery of the public conscience ? He saw 
that the next culminating stratagem in the tactics of oppression, 
setting fast the key-stone in the arch of a despotism that can- 
not be broken down, might be a war in behalf of slavery, with the 
whole country engaged in it and pledged to it. 

Judge Jay believed that nothing but tyranny, whether in Europe 
or anywhere else, can issue from the policy that, in anticipation of 
war, and under profession of a wise and patriotic preparation for it, 
maintains, at the command of despots, three or four millions of 
men at arms in a time of profound peace. Then, if interest re- 
quires it, war at once, and then, the war once raging, every thing 
in heaven and on earth, religion, morality, law, justice, freedom, 
charity, the Sabbath, the Decalogue, the conscience, must be put 
aside for it. Genuine liberty is at an end, or must consent, as a 
submissive patriot, to be manacled and muzzled, and to put the fet- 
ters and the gag on others, under pretence of a zeal for the glory 
and salvation of the common country. The very impulses and sen- 
timents of freedom that belong to nature, and cannot be renounced 
without utter debasement, and that ought to be most carefully pro- 
tected and trained in all their majesty and fervor, must be stifled 
with anodynes, while tyranny wakes ; just as a child is put to sleep 
with laudanum in the cradle, that the unnatural parents may enjoy 
their fashionable midnight gaieties and revels. In our own country 
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this process is going on. The temptation is mighty, and will soon 
become irresistible, for a party and a President to rush into war in 
support of their own administration, and for the renewal of its lease 
of power. Beyond all question, if a war could be precipitated 
against Spain for the possession of Cuba, as a slaveocratic preserve 
for human cattle, the administration that succeeded in launching 
and manning that public crime, would be the object of public ad- 
oration, and would be carried, by an infatuated country, clean 
through the conflict. Next to slavery, war is the game of our 
American despots, and war for its support. This game has been 
already played with pre-eminent success, and the people, whenever 
it is renewed, seem perfectly blinded as to the cost of it, and regard- 
less of the inevitable reaction and retribution. 

Judge Jay deplored this infatuation ; he noted its progress, and 
the frightful destruction of piety and morality in its train ; and he 
deeply felt the necessity of the efforts of this Society, and of every 
other possible influence and agency against such ruin. His voice 
was lifted, his pen was employed, with admirable earnestness and 
vigor in the work of warning and reproving his countrymen, and en- 
deavoring to arouse the Christian conscience of the nation. He was 
always eminent for his faithfulness in rebuking, on the spot, the 
treason against God and man, committed by the people whenever 
they sanction the detestable compact between tyranny and war. In 
the city of Boston, at the 25th Anniversary of this Society, he ap- 
pealed to a then recent crime and disgrace, the memory of which is 
still a memory of sorrow and shame, and the mention of which 
makes the ears of every lover of liberty tingle ; he referred to it as 
a proof, that "the very profession of a soldier, even when tempo- 
rarily assumed by the militia, is adverse to the spirit of liberty. In- 
stant and unlimited obedience suspends, for the time, reason, and 
conscience, and humanity. The streets of Boston lately witnessed 
a formidable array of dragoons, artillery and infantry, all armed 
for deadly conflict, and ready at command to shed American blood 
on American soil ; yes, the blood of such of their fellow citizens as 
were known to be zealous friends of liberty, and the inalienable 
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rights of man. All ! these republican soldiers had been converted 
into the body guard of a slave-catcher, and were aiding him to sur- 
render an innocent native-born American to an unmitigated despot- 
ism." *' False alike is the patriotism," added this true patriot, ** that 
rejects the obligations of religion, and the statesmanship which con- 
fides the prosperity and liberty of a nation to the guardianship of 
the sword." ** The love of personal freedom is a passion, shared alike 
by the good and the vile ; while a disinterested regard for the rights 
and liberties of others is not the product of the battle field, but the 
fruit of a heart purified by influences from above." 

On another occasion, Judge Jay remarked, " We hear much of late 
as to the importance of Conservatism, as it is called. Is it true 
conservatism to obliterate, in the masses, the sense of justice, the 
feelings of humanity, the distinction between right and wrong? 
The only conservatism to which I look for the protection of my 
rights and my property, is the inculcation of that Higher Law, 
which with the authority of Deity, and the sanctions of the invisi- 
ble world, says to each individual, high or low, rich or poor. Do 

JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY; DO TO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD THEY SHOULD DO 

TO YOU. But alas ! this law is sneered at by men whose all depends 
on its observance. "Well may we tremble lest God should apply to 
our nation the maxim of his moral government towards individuals, 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

The uncompromising spirit and principles of Judge Jay are those 
on which alone the Peace Society can constitute an agency of dignity 
and power. We cannot, for the sake of peace, compromise a single 
principle of righteousness. It would be madness, it would be the 
suicide of our cause ; it would be a provision for our destruction in 
the very foundations on which we erect our building. It would be 
like opening our own veins, and drinking our own life-blood, in the 
vain imagination of thus renewing the nourishment by which the 
vital fluid may be kept in circulation. It would be an expediency 
of which Coleridge so admirably portrayed the madness, in the il- 
lustration of digging down the charcoal foundations of the temple 
at Ephesus, to provide fuel for the fires upon its altars. A Peace 
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Society is nothing, but by the righteousness and truth of God ap- 
plied with inexorable firmness to the conduct of nations as of in- 
dividuals. 

It was Judge Jay's inflexible integrity of principle, and steadfast 
adherence to his conscientious convictions of the immorality of war, 
and the iniquity of the war-spirit, that dictated his admirable letter 
on the military enthusiasm excited in this country by the visit and 
speeches of the eloquent Hungarian chieftain, Kossuth. This letter 
was addressed by Judge Jay in 1852, while President of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society, to Kev. Dr. Beckwith, its well known Secretary. 
As peace men and as patriotic citizens. Judge Jay thought we were 
called upon to resist the war policy of foreign intervention with the 
sword in behalf of human freedom. But the great power of this 
letter was in the tei-rible sarcasm with which the facts of our own 
history were brought to bear upon the inconsistency, the hypocrisy 
of intervention in behalf of liberty abroad, while we war against 
the rights and liberties of millions at home. "Is it decent, is it 
compatible with truth and candor, for a republic like ours, which 
tramples in the dust thjiee millions of its own people, annihilating 
all their rights, civil and religious, reducing them to the condition 
of beasts of burden, and enacting that every good citizen is a slave- 
catcher, — is it decent, I ask, for such a republic to affect a zeal for 
human rights so ardent, as to make war upon every foreign nation 
that denies to a portion of its subjects an elective government or 
universal suffrage ? Surely, I need not allude to our slave-hunts, 
and our treason trials, to prove that we are not precisely qualified 
by our own practice to assume among the nations of the earth the 
part of champion of the rights of man. Kossuth is not probably 
aware that the United States have claimed the same right of inter- 
vention for the suppression of human liberty, which Russia has ex- 
ercised, and for which he invokes upon her the execrations of the 
civilized world. Let me call your attention to some historical 
facts." Judge Jay then recapitulates the illustrative events of our 
history in reference to St. Domingo, Hayti, Mexico, and Cuba. 
Thus was this Christian patriot always vigilant and faithful in re- 
buking and warning his countrymer 
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He was equally faithful in regard to the church and the ministry. 
'* Many of the clergy/' said he, ** have acted as the tools of politi- 
cians. The church in this country, taken as a whole, is the mighty 
buttress of war and slavery, and if it is not also of the rum- 
traffic, it is because the latter is ceasing to be popular and genteel. 
I remember when a bishop of my own church proclaimed to the 
public, under his own signature, that the triumph of temperance 
societies would be the triumph of infidelity I He would not say so 
now ; but slavery is still popular, and he is now its avowed cham- 
pion." 

** It is understood that a minister is at full liberty to preach 
morality in the abstract, but it is none of his business to ajpply gos- 
pel principles to the ordinary affairs of life, when such application 
would interfere with the political or pecuniary interests of his hear- 
ers, or with their prejudices or pleasures. He may enforce the gen- 
eral duty of justice, but not in relation to the treatment of colored 
men. He may tell us that God is love, and that we ought to love 
all men ; but he may not denounce the war spirit as contrary to 
the law of love, nor may he condemn a profession which consists 
in human slaughter. Thus great sins find a most comfortable lodg- 
ing place in the very temple of God.'' 

Here we see the fundamental grounds of Judge Jay*s claim to the 
character of a great practical Christian philanthropist. His policy, 
as well as his piety, was rooted and grounded in the Word of God. 
His piety was not one thing, and his policy another, his piety an- 
gelic, his policy that of the Jesuit ; but the same principles that 
directed, and the impulses that inspired him as a Christian, also 
guided his determinations as a Statesman. He took the highest 
comprehensive view of our national and moral responsibilities, and 
threw himself, with great power of argument, intensity of feeling, 
and persevercnce of effort, into the battle of Christian truth and 
righteousness against slavery and war. The cause of Peace he 
knew to be most intimately allied with the cause of human freedom 
against slavery. The worst wars that ever desolated our globe have 
been wars of oppression, wars of conquest for the very purposes of 

bondage. 

3 
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And the oppressor sanctifies his slavery as a system by the very 
first war he succeeds in provoking against it, because he assumes to 
be the injured defender of his vested rights. In our own country's 
history, even within the short period of fifty years, more than one 
war has been undertaken and maintained for the consolidation and 
defence of this wickedness. In the purposes and progress" of the 
Florida and Mexican wars, Judge Jay has traced, with a fine and 
masterly hand, our nation's peculiar guilt. The facts, as he unveils 
them, are revolting every step of the way. Perhaps the embrace of 
war and slavery never was witnessed on earth in more disgraceful, 
hideous, tragic forms than in the prosecution of the Florida atroci- 
ties. The brave and unoffending Indians were massacred by the 
United States government as a sacrifice for the Moloch of slavery. 
It would scarcely be possible for a Christian nation to commit a 
greater, more detestable wickedness, than the waging of that whole- 
sale, diabolical, exterminating murder, under the name of war. 
Mr. Giddings, as well as Judge Jay, has made this palpable, with 
proof that amazes and horrifies the mind, that such transactions, as 
of the malice of the infernal world, so fiend like, and with such 
malignant object and end, could be endured and adopted in a nation 
not only not pagan, nor savage, but civilized, and enlightened by 
the Word of God. He has drawn aside the veil of obscurity and 
falsehood, and opened up to view the realities of this vast and dread- 
ful crime. 

As the advocate of Peace, Judge Jay relied wholly on the gospel. 
He believed that in giving us the gospel, God has bestowed all that 
is necessary to secure peace, all the power for this object that we 
need, if we will be faithful with it. The thorough legitimate use 
of the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God, will prevent 
the necessity of any recurrence to any other sword. The true and 
faithful application of the fire of God's Word, will prevent the ne- 
cessity of any other fire, any other musketry. But the Word of 
G<>d has never yet, except at brief intervals, been tried. Its power 
has never, a hundredth part, been put forth, not even with such re- 
straint as that which blasted and drove out of heaven the rebel 



19 

angels, but without annibilating tbem. With the angels of its 
lightnings once loosed, and its vials poured forth, there would be no 
more possibility of questioning its divine omnipotence or its 
plenary inspiration. 

His name is called the Word of God. Faithful and True, in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war, and the Desire of nations 
is in his unclouded revelations as the conqueror embattling his 
hosts in such righteousness against sin. The spectacle of such a 
conflict, the glory of such a storm, is yet to be witnessed. It is 
not rest that we want, but such a war. It is not quiet that a groan- 
ing, oppressed, demon-ridden world needs, but such agitation, such 
treading of the wine press. The hoofs of the White Horse, when 
heaven is thus opened, when he that is Faithful and True rides forth, 
will strike down thrones of cruelty, pyramids and juggernauts of 
organized sin, while with the sharp sword of his mouth he smites 
the nations. For this glory, the armies of heaven follow in his 
train. For this victory and glory there must be a uniop in and up- 
on the uncompromising application of divine truth, the whole line 
engaged, every part of artillery in the army playing at once, every 
regiment of musketry a wall of living fire. The church, to whom 
this power is committed, must develope and apply this power, must 
lavishly, recklessly apply it, conscious that it is inexhaustible, not 
afraid or chary of it, not hiding it under a bed or bushel. What 
I tell you in the ear, that speak ye upon the housetops. And fear 
not them that kill the body, but after that, have no more that they 
can do. 

II. The second great sphere, in which we contemplate the character 
and services of this Christian Patriot, is that important and respon- 
sible office of Judge, to which he was first appointed by Gov. Tomp- 
kins, and re-appointed, successively, by Governors Clinton, Marcy, 
and Van Buren. At length, after holding this office, and performing 
its duties, with unsurpassed ability and integrity, for twenty-five 
years, he was displaced by a man capable of the baseness of reject- 
ing him on account of his avowed principles as an abolitionist, anci 
his labors in behalf of the enslaved. 
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It seems to us at this day incredible, looking back over the range 
of history embraced in Judge Jay's life, and remembering the ac- 
knowledged integrity of his character, and his well known, long 
tried, and increasing ability and experience as a Judge, that in the 
State of New York political prejudice could descend so low, could 
be guilty of such detestable proscription. But Judge Jay has 
given us the account of it himself, and historic truth and justice 
forbid its concealment. 

His removal on this score, as he himself declared, '* illustrated 
one of the numberless accursed influences of slavery.'* ** This ab- 
horred system, (he himself testifies,) which in the South makes mer- 
chandize of the bodies and souls of men, is at the same time traffic- 
ing in the politics, the religion, and the liberties of the North, and' 
petrifying whatever it touches. Against this system I have con- 
tended, as did my father before me; and the leisure Governor Bouck 
has given me, shall be faithfully devoted to the prosecution of the 
warfare.*' Such was the determination expressed in a letter to 
Merritt Mitchell, Esq., dated at Bedford, May 1, 1843. 

It will very naturally be enquired what were, at this time, the 
opinions held by Judge Jay on this foremost commanding subject 
in politics, morals and religion, on account of which he was ex- 
cluded from an office which he had filled for a quarter of a century 
with such uninterrupted and unsurpassed integrity, ability and hon- 
or. We answer this enquiry in the language of Judge Jay himself 
in an admirable production addressed in 1842, to a clergyman of 
the Episcopal Church : ** In my opinion, duty, and of course pol- 
icy, require the competent authorities immediately and uncondition- 
ally to abolish property in human beings, wherever it is held, and 
the more extensive is this property, the more obvious and impera- 
tive the duty and policy of abolishing it. Bear in mind, that when 
ever I use the word slavery in this letter, I mean nothing more nor 
less than property in man ; in the terms of the slave code, * slaves 
are chattels personal.* The opinion I have just stated is founded, 
not on philosophical reasons, nor on the deductions of observation 
and experience, but simply on the will of God. This will I re- 
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gard as the sole standard of right and wrong, and the sole 

TEST OP expediency." 

"I make no reference to the so called abuses of slavery. I speak 
of the system only as by law established ; and thus established, it 
legally and necessarily, First, debars an immortal and accountable 
being, charged with no crime, from the pursuit of happiness, and 
reduces him to an article of merchandize." 

" Second, It dooms his posterity to degradation and bondage." 

'* Third, It annihilates the marriage relation, by refusing to ac- 
knowledge it. and authorizing the master to separate those whom 
God hath joined,'' 

" Fourth, It annihilates the parental relation, by transferring to 
the master the authority given by God to the parent, and authoriz- 
ing him to sell the children like cattle in the market,^' 

** Fifth, It annihilates the rights of conscience, giving to the mas- 
ter the entire dominion over the time and conduct of the slave," 

**This dread despotism is a vendible commodity, and is daily 
bought and exercised by the vilest of mortals. These several pro- 
perties of slavery are essential, constituent elements of the system. 
Take any one of these five away, and slavery instantly expires. 
Hence the system is incapable of reformation. So long as man is 
property, the rights of property vest in the master. The moment 
he ceases to be property, he ceases to be a slave. The sin of slavery 
consists not in the cruelty of the master, but in the annihilation of 
the rights of human nature. The master may be as indulgent as a 
parent, yet his slave is only a thing, and may any day be subjected 
to the whims and malignity of his master's heirs or creditors." 

**If slavery be inherently and necessarily sinful, it ought in- 
stantly to cease. It is, I believe, sound theology, that every man is 
bound to put away his sins immediately. You would not argue 
favorably of a convert who should announce his intention of giving 
up swearing, and lying, and stealing little by little, and should ex- 
press the hope that by the grace of God, he should some years hence 
lead a moral life. I call on you either to justify the system, as one 
in accordance with the will of God, or else to answer the Saviour's 
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question, ' What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul'?*' This letter is perfect truth. Judge Jay 
always maintained and applied its principles. 

In the science of jurisprudence, and in the sphere and adminis- 
tration of its principles, Judge Jay was, like Lord Chief Justice 
Hale, of England, incorruptible and impartial, making equity and 
justice the object of the law, and the rule of his decisions. He is 
said to have been a jurist of the highest attainments, so familiar 
with the law, and so prompt in his application of it, shutting out 
irrelevant issues and testimony, that in the disposal of cases he was 
wonderfully brief, as well as just and clear, accomplishing a great 
amount of business with a great saving of time. Not what is ex- 
pedient, but what is right, was ever with him the question. He 
did not enquire for precedents, but for the rule of present justice. 
Neither precedent nor law in his view could sanctify injustice ; that 
which is just and right, is always precedent, supreme and irreversi- 
ble. Had it pleased God that when the question of the rights of 
the colored race as citizens in this country came up for decision. 
Judge Jay should have occupied the place first held by his honored 
father under our government, as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, how difierent would have been the re- 
sult to their welfare and to ours ! What immorality and infinite 
guilt had been avoided ; what belief, now destroyed, in the sanctity 
of justice, had been retained ! 

So large a portion of his life was passed in the administration as 
well as study of the law, that his character and habits as a Judge 
must have been wrought into his whole nature ; but first of all his 
character and habits as a Christian were carried through his whole 
sphere of responsibility as a Judge. He regarded the office and its 
duties in the light shed upon it, and the directions given in regard 
to it, in the Word of God. " Ye shall not respect persons in judg- 
ment ; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great ; ye shall not 
be afraid for the face of man, for the judgment is God's. Judge 
righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger 
with him. Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you 
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in the judgment, Wherefore, now let the fear of the Lord be upon 
you ; take heed and do it, for there is no iniquity with the Lord our 
God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. And what cause 
soever shall come before you of your brethren between law and com- 
mandmeut, statutes and judgments, ye shall ever warn them that 
they trespass not against the Lord." 

Here we have a conscience toward God revealed as the supreme 
rule of judgment ; and righteousness and justice are presented as 
the guide and fountain of law and of judgment, not law as the 
arbiter of righteousness and justice. Judge Jay believed with 
Edmund Burke, that "bad laws are the worst sort of tyranny. In 
such a country as this, they are of all bad things the worst — ^worse 
by far than any where else ; and they derive a particular malignity 
even from the wisdom and soundness of the rest of our institutions.*' 
Burke plainly intimates the necessity, in such a case, of " the judges 
superseding the strict rule of their artificial duty by the higher ob- 
ligation of their conscience." Burke speaks of legislators as bound 
by the great principles of reason and equity. ** These they are to 
obey and follow, and rather to enlarge and enlighten law by the lib- 
erality of legislative reason, than to fetter and bind their higher 
capacity by the narrow constructions of subordinate artificial jus- 
tice." Burke speaks again of a method of legislation and judg- 
ment, which, " instead of being law, is an act of unnatural rebel- 
lion against the legal dominion of reason and justice ; and this vice, 
in any constitution that entertains it, at one time or other will cer- 
tainly bring on its ruin.'' 

Of Judge Jay it may be said, as it was of Chief Justice Hale, that 
" he did look upon equity as a part of the common law, and one of 
the grounds of it ; and therefore, as near as he could, he did always 
reduce it to certain rules and principles that men might study it as 
a science, and not think the administration of it had any thing ar- 
bitrary in it. As great a lawyer as he was, he would never suflFer 
the strictness of law to prevail against conscience ; as great a chan- 
cellor as he was, he would make use of all the niceties and subtle- 
ties in law, when it tended to support right and equity.'* 
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Judge Jay remembered the solemn and awful denunciations of 
those who dared to prostitute law for the sanction of iniquity, or to 
shield iniquity from punishment, or make it respectable, because it 
is law. Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee 
which framest mischief by a law ? The moment an iniquity is 
commanded by law, that moment it is greater than ever, and a 
greater defiance and resistance on the ground of God*s authority, are 
demanded ; and every man who gives way to it, commits two sins for 
one ; he sins in committing the crime at the command of men, and 
he sins in refusing to oppose it at the command of God. Divine 
revelation shows us that justice and righteousness are both the ob- 
ject and authority of law, and must be the sole object and aim of 
the Judge in its administration. If the object of law is other than 
justice, is against justice, and if, in such a case, it were unjust in a 
judge to regard justice, and judge justly, rather than legally, then 
no crime under heaven could ever be resisted, that had once got the 
beginning of a statute in its favor. But G^d's definitions of law 
cannot thus be made to play into the hands of rogues and villains ; 
nor will he permit the robes of his truth and majesty to be thrown 
over the shoulders of a corrupt and wicked magistracy. 

Judge Jay's elevated and upright views in regard to this are seen 
glowing in his letter to Samuel A. Eliot, on the wickedness of the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, and of those who countenanced that wicked- 
ness. " I call your attention, sir, to the disastrous influence which 
your law has exerted on the moral sense of the community. Says 
Coleridge, * to dogmatize a crime, that is, to teach it as a doctrine, 
is itself a crime.' Of this crime of dogmatizing crime, Mr. Webster, 
and most of our cotton politicians, and alas, many of our fashiona- 
ble, genteel divines, are guilty ; nor are you innocent, sir, who in 
your law require good citizens to aid in hunting and enslaving 
their fellow men.'' '* Barely has the religious faith of the com- 
munity received so rude a shock as that which has been given it by 
your horrible law, and the principles advanced by its political and 
clerical supporters. Cruelty, oppression and injustice are elevated 
into virtues, while justice, mercy and compassion are ridiculed and 
vilified." 
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The love of freedom and justice, and the inflexible axiherence to 
its principles, characteristic of Judge Jay, were a counterpart of the 
same virtues in the life of his illustrious father. In the year 1780, 
nine years before Judge Jay*s birth, his father, at that time Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary from this country to the Court of Spain,* de- 
clared in regard to the duiy of the United States to abolish slavery, 
** Till America comes into this measure, her prayers to heaven for 
liberty will be impious. This is a strong expression, but it is just. 
Were I in your legislature, I would prepare a bill for the purpose 
with great care, and I would never cease moving it till it became a 
law, or I ceased to be a member. I believe God governs the world ; 
and I believe it to be a maxim in his, as in our court, that those 
who ask for equity, ought to doit." 

In 1785, the first Society was formed for the manumission of 
slaves, and John Jay was the first President. ** The honor of the 
States, as well as justice and humanity," he wrote, ** loudly call 
upon them, in my opinion, to emancipate these unhappy people. 
To contend for our own liberty, and to deny that blessing to others, 
involves an inconsistency not to be excused." 

In 17»8, in a letter to the Society in England for the abolition of 
Slavery, he spoke of the United States as among those nations '* dis- 
tinguished by their attachment to their civil and religious liberties, 
but who have expended not much less blood and treasure in violating 
the rights of others, than in defending their own. It undoubtedly 
is very inconsistent with their declarations on the subject of human 
rights, to permit a single slave to be found within their jurisdic- 
tion." He had declared that those who are held in slavery by the 
laws of the State, are nevertheless free by the law of God. 

These principles of the Father came out into revolutionary prac- 
tice in the life of the Son ; and on a comparison of the sentiments 
and eflforts of each, in the great work of liberty to which both lives 
were devoted, but in diflferent directions, the judgment between 
their services, the development of character in their conflicts, is of 
deep instructive interest, As a leading patriot of our Kevolution, 
the labors of the elder Jay were in defence and confirmation of our 
4 
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own liberties against the tyranny and armies of a foreign enemy. 
That was a popular and brief contest, and though requiring and 
manifesting the highest qualities of patriotic virtue, yet by its very 
nature and necessity kindling or creating them as a spontaneous in- 
spiration. 

Let US see how the great patriot felt ** Who in such circum- 
stances," exclaimed he, " would not obey the great, the universal, 
the divine law of self-preservation ? Dead must they be to all 
sense of honor and love of their country ; deaf to all the calls of 
liberty, virtue and religion ; forgetful of the great duties they owe 
to their God, themselves and their posterity, the dictates of reason 
and of nature, the magnanimity of their ancestors, and the happi- 
ness of their children ; they deserve to be slaves, and are entitled 
to nothing but anguish and tribulation. Kouse, brave citizens I Do 
your duty like men ; and be persuaded that Divine Providence will 
not permit this western world to be involved in the horrors of sla- 
very. (Consider that from the earliest ages of the world, religion, 
liberty and reason have been bending their course towards the 
setting sun. The holy gospels are yet to be preached to these west- 
em regions ; and we have the highest reason to believe that the Al- 
mighty will not suffer slavery and the gospel to go hand in hand. 
It cannot, it will not be." 

Such was the glowing language of the revolutionary patriot, in- 
spired with the spirit of liberty, breathing defiance to tyrants, re- 
solute with his countrymen, and courageous unto death, in protec- 
tion of their wives, their children, and their native land. This 
struggle required great qualities, but it was creative and compulsory 
of them. There is a patriotism of a higher, nobler, and more dif- 
ficult kind, when we are required of God and justice to labor and 
fight against prejudice, hatred, obloquy, for the protection of others 
against our own tyranny, our own unrighteous statutes, our own sins. 
This is the second revolutionary war of freedom ; this was the con- 
flict and the labor, not of six or eight brief years, but life-long, that 
developed and tasked the pure and disinterested patriotism of Judge 
William Jay. This permanent and fiery protestation and strife 
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against the enslaving not of ourselves but of others, this earnest 
and incessant resistance, amidst all unpopularity and odium, under 
all malignity of opposition, under endurance of reproach and slan- 
der, against the slavery of a race of millions, claimed as the right 
of property by our avarice, was even a transfiguration of the virtue 
of the father in the son. 

As to the peril and importance of the two conflicts, the greatness 
and solemnity of the junctures, the nobleness and sacredness of the 
causes, the glory and difficulty of the revolutions, their comparative 
demands upon the highest energy and virtue of the true patriot, it 
cannot be denied that the crisis and protracted strife through which 
Judge Jay endured, as seeing him who is invisible, was in many re- 
spects the most formidable and fatiguing, the most discouraging 
and exhausting. The work of the two generations, the revolutions 
to be accomplished in each, the fight to be fought, the weapons to be 
wielded, the patriotism required, are as distinct and great in them- 
selves, as the work of any two different ages and nations. The 
business of establishing our revolutionary freedom and form of 
government, was neither so mighty nor magnificent, as that of restor- 
ing freedom under the same government to four millions whom we 
have deprived of it. The work of extorting our rights from our 
oppressors at the point of the bayonet, was neither so difficult nor 
noble, as that of giving their rights to those whom we oppress. 
The endurance of tyranny ourselves was not so dangerous as the 
habit of inflicting it on others. 

Our first work was a salvation from external tyranny ; the second, 
to be yet accomplished, is redemption from the despotism of domes- 
tic sin. The perils and difficulties are almost out of comparison. 
They are like the work of bringing a young man with a strong con- 
stitution through a violent attack of fever, in comparison with the 
task of curing the same man of drunkenness, when he has become 
a confirmed inebriate, and has so inflamed and perverted his consti- 
tution, that he believes ardent spirits are the greatest necessity and 
security of his strength and life. To undertake the reformation of 
vicious habits established and defended in manhood and age, to 
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abolish the vice out of the system, to resist it, and to cut off its 
support for the restoration of the patient to sobriety and health, 
would require greater firmness, patience, endurance, by far, than 
any revolutionary conflict maintained against pestilence or fever. 

The work of reform in the present generation is greater and more 
difficult than the work of revolution in the generation of our fathers. 
Considering the character of Judge Jay in this point of view, we are 
justified in saying that the ancestral heritage of patriotic virtue, 
though so illustrious, lost nothing in his administration of the es- 
tate. It was a privilege and blessing to have descended from such 
a father ; it was a more remarkable felicity of honor and of great- 
ness for such a father to be succeeded by such a son. 

Titles are hereditary, and so are landed estates along with them ; 
but qualities of mind and heart are not, genius is not ; at any rate 
cannot be sent down to posterity by law. A man of vast wealth 
and great rank may say, these advantages shall descend to my 'first 
bom ; but he cannot say that of one single quality of mental and 
moral grandeur, and knoweth not whether the heir of his fortunes 
shall be a wise man or a fool. Where is the original of a very il- 
lustrious ancestry reproduced in the heir at law of all the external 
advantages, which a previous force of greatness had created or 
wrought out for itself ? 

Yet it was reproduced in Judge Jay. Both- intellectually and 
morally we think in some respects it was more than reproduced ; 
that is, it certainly required far greater moral courage to take the 
position occupied by the son, and perform the great services which 
he performed against such odds, in most unpopular causes, where 
only God and conscience were on his side, while fashion, piety, 
political power, and social and ecclesiastical authority, were all on 
the other. God and conscience, you will say, are infinitely more 
than a match against any combination of popularity and power. That 
is true, and is always realized, wherever the man can he found to 
throw himself on God; but it is this very faith that makes the 
greatest man. We do not say that the illustrious first Chief Justice 
«f the United States did not possess, or would not have exercised 
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this great quality in a degree and manner quite as largely and 
nobly as his son, had circumstances challenged it ; but, as against 
opposing forces, we do deliberately affirm that the greatness of the 
Father was more than reproduced in the Son. 

III. Hence it is as a Christian Patriot and Keformer especially, 
that the consideration of his character becomes so important. A 
man in a calm and quiet time may be a patriot at little expense, 
with little capital of virtue or of genius, and in such a time there 
may be no perilous junctures, no spreading and powerfully en- 
trenched abuses or corruptions, that demand the qualities of a re- 
former. But in a day of apostacy, corruption and treachery, a day 
of conflict against usurpation, against the inroads of governmental 
despotism, against the supremacy of cruelty, injustice, caste, 
monopoly, and slavery, the character and work of a true Christian 
Patriot become impossible without great qualities, faculties both of 
patience and aggression, artillery of heavy metal, and boldness in 
its evolutions. It then becomes a study to see how a great man's 
heart and mind will play, what inspiration guides him, what en- 
couragement supports him, how his qualities, moral and mental, are 
fitted and balanced, how under the power of a strong and enlighten- 
ed conscience he calls in and concentrates his resources, how his 
tastes and habits of intellectual employment and gratification are 
made to yield to the object, or minister to the cause in pursuing 
which he sees the necessity of such concentration. How much a 
good man will endure, and without complaining suffer, when his 
fortune and position might have enabled him to avoid it, had he 
chosen ; how the traitors and temptations of social position and in- 
fluence, that ordinarly are so successful in drawing off men's fervor, 
and reducing down their principles to an amiable covenant with pre- 
vailing evils, or indifference in regard to them, lose their power ; 
how the work of a warrior will be done, and no duty of a Christian 
left undone ; how wide a circle of faculties and accomplishments 
will be summoned and converged upon one scheme of benevolence, 
yet no neglect of others, no fraud at home, as the streams within a 
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man's territorial jurisdiction may be turned upon a great water- 
wheel, may supply a great manufacturing power, without diminish- 
ing or interferring with the irrigation of the farm. 

Concentration in benevolence and reform is the exception ; an 
easy indifference is the rule, certainly where great obstacles are in 
the way, great opposing interests. There is always an attempted 
balance ; nature herself seeks an equilibrium, works ever towards 
a compromise ; and just so in the moral and social world, forever 
the attempt is towards a dead level, a stagnation, a union by the 
mutual giving up not merely of prejudice, but principle ; if not the 
renunciation of principle, at least the consent to silence, where 
silence gives consent. Much of the conservatism that puts on such 
an air of superior wisdom and sanctity, consists of such politic still- 
ness and silence, applying, meanwhile, the most powerful conductors 
to draw away, silently and without notice, the superabundant 
electricity in danger of being gathered and exploded, at least in 
any man whose position and abilities make him an object either of 
fear or favor, of aversion or desire. 

Judge Jay was not a reformer by accident or impulse merely, 
much less by the event of being a paid instrument in a reforming 
machine. Some men in the work of reform are like a scythe blade 
set into a McCormick's Keaper ; it was not of their choice that they 
were put there, nor because the reaping business was what they ever 
began of their own accord, though being harnessed in, they may be 
found well tempered, sharp, and fit for execution. But Judge Jay's 
aggressive power and impulse grew out of himself, and of the Word 
and grace of God in him ; and the position he assumed was 
voluntary, free, a movement from conviction, conscience, justice and 
benevolence. He was distinguished for his fearlessness, conscientious- 
ness, firmness and reliability. His principles were for action on 
the world as it is, to make it what it ought to be. When he drew 
the sword of truth, he threw aside the scabbard. He would not 
compromise. If his principles were good for any thing, they were 
good to the whole extent ; being principles taught in God's Word, 
they ought not to give way, nor be turned aside, nor neutralized in 
one jot or tittle. 
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He was siDgularly well acquainted with the Word of God, and pro- 
found and accurate in its interpretation. It is a very interesting fact 
noted in regard to him, as well as Clarkson, that he had written out a 
commentary on the whole of the Sacred Scriptures. He had made 
the subject of slavery, as a crime forbidden in the Word of God, a 
matter of long and earnest investigation ; and the result of his in- 
quiries was embodied in a most masterly essay on the Nature of 
Domestic Service as appointed by the laws of Moses, in which he 
clearly proves that those laws constituted the wisest and most 
humane of all systems, and acted as an effectual barrier against 
any form of slavery, preventing the possibility of its existence, by 
branding it with the wrath of the Almighty as a crime to be punished 
with death. His convictions on this subject, impregnably establish- 
ed by personal investigation and knowledge, prepared him for the 
conflict against the defenders of slavery as an institution sanctioned 
of God. His reply to Professor Stuart's pamphlet, entitled, Con- 
science and the Constitution, was as irresistible in argument as it 
was indignant and severe in rebuke. ** Facts,** said he, ** have 
come to my knowledge far too numerous to permit me to doubt for a 
moment, that the course pursued by many of our clergy in relation 
to caste and slavery, has shaken the faith of many weak Christians 
and given a vast impulse to infidelity, There is, sir, great reason 
to fear that at the final account the blood of souls will be found on 
the skirts of some, who have proclaimed themselves commissioned 
to sanctify the whip and the fetters of the slave, by first hanging 
them on the Cross of the Eedeemer.** 

The more deeply Judge Jay drank in the spirit of the gospel, 
the more profoundly his soul was stirred with anguish at so dreadful 
an inconsistency, and the more earnestly he exposed its wickedness. 
Booted in Christ and in his Word, his principles grew stronger with 
the additions he was daily making in the knowledge of that Word. 
He strongly remonstrated with Professor Stuart, on occasion of that 
gentleman's attempted justification of slavery from the Scriptures, 
exhibiting not only the falsehood of such pretended scriptural argu- 
ments, but " the foul dishonor they cast upon the gospel of our 
ever blessed and adorable Kedeemer. I cheerfully do you the 
justice to admit that your moral sense revolts against your Bible 
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theory. But I beg you to reflect whether you are engaged in a wise 
and safe employment, and one becoming your position, when you 
labor to prove that the fountain from whence we draw our knowledge 
of God's holy will, is sending forth most bitter waters, and that the 
tree of life is bearing the apples of Sodom." The attack of Pro- 
fessor Stuart afforded Judge Jay an admirable opportunity, of 
which he gladly availed himself, to set forth the sentiments of his 
honored father and his revolutionary patriot-associates, in hatred of 
slavery, and in demand of its unqualified abolition. '* If it be not 
a sin," said those early honored Abolitionists, ** an open, flagrant 
violation, of all the rules of justice f^and humanity, to hold these 
slaves in bondage, it is folly to put ourselves to any trouble and 
expense to free them ; but if the contrary be true, if it be a sin oi 
CRIMSON DYE, this reformation cannot be urged with too much zeal, 
nor attempted too soon, whatever difficulties are in the way." 
" You, who are professors of religion, and yet the owners of slaves, 
are entreated well to consider how you must appear in the sight of 
God, and of all who view your conduct in a true light, while you 
attend your family and public devotions, and sit down from time 
to time at the table of the Lord. If your neighbor wrong you of 
a few shillings, you think him utterly unfit to attend that sacred 
ordinance with you ; but what is this to the wrong you are doing 
to your brethren whom you are holding in slavery ? Should a man 
at Algiers have a number of your children as his slaves, and should 
he by some means be converted, and become a professor of Chris- 
tianity, would you not expect he would soon set your children at 
liberty ?" Judge Jay's convictions of the truth of these sentiments, 
grew deeper and stronger every day of his life. To deny the injus- 
tice and cruelty of such a system, he declared would be to deny 
that God had given to man the knowledge of good and evil, even in 
the lowest degree. 

These convictions, impregnable by the Word of God, were as a 
fire in his bones, a compulsion of rebuke, and a vivid light of dem- 
onstration, in exposure and annihilation of all the falsehood that 
would conceal the sin, and all the sophistry that would excuse it. 
Such profound Scriptural conviction is essential in the demonstra- 
tion of the sin, for it has a malignity of infection, against which 
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nothing but divine truth, and the spirit that accompanies and quick- 
ens it, can stand. 

We have seen the account of the younger Naturalist Buckland 
nearly losing his life by examining the carcass of a rat that had 
been bitten by a Cobra di Capella, because under his thumb-nail 
there happened to have been a very slight abrasion of the skin, 
through which the intense poison of the serpent, even at second-hand 
from the dead body, penetrated his whole frame. Our moral anato- 
mists need preparation for the dissecting room. These men that 
take in hand the Constitution, to dissect it as if it were a dead body, 
or to probe and bind up its wounds as living, must have clean 
hands, sound, unbroken consciences, or they take the poison in at- 
tempting to discover and demonstrate. If they have but a fester on 
the finger, they are unfitted for the work. 

But there is such a thing as holding the truth itself in unright- 
eousness, and so being given up to strong delusion to believe a lie. 
The Word of God itself may be taken merely as a medium for this 
wickedness, as a mordaunt is used for the setting of fast colors. In 
that case the poison does not kill, and ceases to manifest itself as 
poison, except in the delirium that makes the subject of such delu- 
sion maintain that not a devil from the pit, but an angel of light 
possesses him. The Word of God, and all its vital doctrines, held 
in such unrighteousness, only carry the sin as a subtle moral poison 
through the whole system, under the imagination of its being an op- 
eration of missionary grace. Just as a drop of strychnine, quaffed 
in a cup of sulphuric ether, would be instantly diffused, like a pen- 
etrating inspiration, through the brain and the whole system, just 
so will divine truth carry the poison of this iniquity through the 
whole moral system, if a man will thus hold the truth in unright- 
eousness ; but, instead of dropping down dead, it simply makes him 
so delirious as to maintain that he was never in such perfect and 
exstatic sanity. 

Judge Jay's principles were not a dress, to be changed according 
to the popular fashions, but a reason and a life ; not a conformity 
to things external or expedient, but an inward rule, creating and de- 
5 
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termining expediency itself ; not as the mere case of a watch, but 
the works, the time-keeper. His unswerving, resolute course, in 
the application of truth to circumstances, not of circumstances to 
truth, reminds us of Wordsworth's delineation of a strong will in a 
character of virtuous principle, as a deep, all-mastering under-cur- 
rent, 

" Strong to draw 
Millions of wayes into itself, and run 
From sea to sea, ImperYious to the storm." 

So, as a ground wave, with force of character, conscience, im- 
pulse, principle, before which everything must give way, he rolled 
on, remembering, in a good cause, Burke's saying, that " timidity 
is impotence, and makes all other qualities that go along with it, 
impotent and useless ;" remembering again Burke's warning in the 
same great speech, as to the reasons why good works are commonly 
left in a rude, unfinished state, through the tame circumspection 
with which a timid -prudence so frequently enervates beneficence. 
'* In doing good, we are generally cold, and languid, and sluggish ; 
and, of all things, afraid of being too much in the right. But the 
works of malice and injustice are quite in another style. They are 
finished with a bold, masterly hand, touched, as they are, with the 
spirit of those vehement passions, that call forth all our energies, 
whenever we oppress and persecute." In another place, Burke 
speaks with just severity of the notorious infidelity and versatility 
of public men, ready to take shape and place, not according to in- 
flexible principle, but ever varying interest, and to steer not accord- 
ing to compass, but ever shifting wind and tide. But, blow high or 
low, north or south, interest and expediency determine them, and 
the Constitution itself is as perfectly a mass of dough as their own 
faces. They are turned aside, like a deceitful bow ; you put your 
arrow on the string, and thought you were sure of your mark ; but 
there is no more reliance than on the path of a South American 
boomerang. ** An assembly of treacherous men, they bend their 
tongues like their bow, for lies ; but they are not valiant for the 
truth upon the earth, for they proceed from evil to evil, and know 
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not me, saith the Lord. They are all grievous revolters, walking 
with slanders ; they are all brass and iron ; they are all corrupters. 
The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed in the fire, the founder 
melteth in vain, for the wicked are not plucked away." 

Now, when bad men associate, the good must combine, and carry 
righteous principle to the uttermost ; for we cannot afford to fight 
with but half of our strength against tibe whole of theirs. It is 
not enough to mean well. ** This innoxious and ineffectual charac- 
ter," Burke remarks, ** that seems formed upon a plan of apology 
and disculpation, falls miserably short of the mark of public duty. 
That duty demands and requires that what is right should not only 
be made known, but made prevalent ; that what is evil should not 
only be detected, but defeated. When the public man omits to put 
himself in a situation of doing his duty with effect, it is an omis- 
sion that frustrates the purposes of his trust, almost as much as if 
he had formally betrayed it. It is surely no very rational account 
of a man's life that he has always acted right, but has taken special 
care to act in such a manner that his endeavors could not possibly 
be productive of any consequence." 

It is through such treachery and compliance that the cause 
of freedom and of truth has been again and again betrayed in 
our country. Failures of character are terrible, just where you 
have relied upon firmness. You want a key-stone for your arch ; 
it proves a rotten shell of sand conglomerate, which crushes under 
the weight, and the whole structure falls. 

Such junctures there are in spiritual things, and in the great af- 
fairs of life ; and junctures of temptation and of peril in the 
church and the nation. If God can find gap-men for his purpose, 
as in Ezekiel he says he looked in vain for such in the Jewish na- 
tion, then the people may be rescued ; but if not, they are ruined. 
Looking back upon the history of great men and great conflicts, 
whether in sacred or profane recital, you cannot but be impressed 
with the manner in which the whole question of a world's rescue 
has seemed to be thrown upon one man's firmness ; and if one had 
given way, the whole record of history had been disastrously differ- 
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ent K when Abraham was called to his great sacrifice on Mount 
Moriah, if when Joseph was tried in so lonely and terrible a man- 
mer by the wife of Potiphar, if when Moses was invited to leave 
his people, and become the adopted heir of the Egyptian throne, if 
when Amos had been threatened by the government, and commanded 
to prophecy no more at Bethel, if when Jeremiah had been bribed 
and warned to keep silent , if when Daniel had been confronted by 
the edict of the King, commanding idol-worship, if when Peter 
and John had been commanded not to speak nor to teach in the 
name of Jesus, if when Paul had been entreated to speak just 
what Ihe multitude desired, and what would have made him popular ; 
if these men, these prophets, statesmen and witnesses, had acted 
from views of expediency, not from principle, had yielded and run 
for their lives, had consented to defer their testimony till the per- 
mission of men as well as God could be sought and gained ; with 
such failures, such treachery, where would have been the cause of 
truth and freedom at this day ? What terrible changes would not 
have been wrought in the destinies of the world ? What but the 
powers of darkness could have prevailed, if the chosen and foremost 
spirit of our race had proved unfaithful to the God of truth and 
righteousness ? 

In the last and fatal provocation of God's wrath against the fore- 
most nation of the ancient world, God declared, The people of the 
land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed 
the poor and needy ; yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrong- 
fully. And I sought for a man among them that should make up 
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should 
not destroy it ; but I found none. Therefore have I poured out 
mine indignation upon them ; I have consumed them with the fire 
of my wrath ; their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, 
saith the Lord God. 

These opportunities and these failures are often occurring without 
knowledge, without notice ; but sometimes they are so great, so ag- 
onizing to the soul, so appalling to the gaze of spiritual spectators, 
that the smitten heart of our universal humanity stands still with 
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the shock of such a betrayal ; the sense of such treachery is as when 
an angel falters, or an eclipse terrifies the superstitious nations. 
When men have been found adequate to such emergencies, the world 
has taken a stride onwards ; when they have faltered, the progress 
has been lost for centuries, besides the positive, immediate, disas- 
trous corruption resulting from such examples of unfaithfulness. 

IV. We have advanced into the consideration of Judge Jay's 
principles and effbrtg as a philanthropist against Slavery. The 
history of the great conflict, to which so much of his life was devoted, 
in opposition to this frightful, gigantic, reigning iniquity in our 
land, had revealed to him the fact that the piety of our men and 
churches is not of such a nature as to constitute them standard- 
bearers and gap-men in emergencies. When the pressure comes, 
they fail. It is as when you lean upon a reed, and it breaks, and 
its splinters enter into your side ; or, as when you enter a house, 
and lean your hand against the wall, and a serpent bites you. He 
saw men of influence, and corporations of power, thus withholding 
such influence when it is most needed. The Tract Society, when 
raised of Grod to a vantage ground of opportunity and strength, he 
found refusing to bear witness for God, with his truth, against the 
great iniquity. And the American Board, when nurtured, protect- 
ed and blest of God, and placed upon a pinnacle from which it 
could have blown a trumpet almost to have waked the dead against 
the same gigantic sin, he found taking the wickedness itself into 
partnership, by the sufferance of slaveholding in the Christian 
Church. And the foremost churches of his own persuasion, that, 
through their very hierarchical organization, had they been disposed, 
causing the very frame-work of ecclesiastical pride to do the will of 
Jehovah's mercy, might have struck an irresistible blow against the 
same sin, he beheld throwing over it the shield of their despotic 
unity to protect it. And other various denominations of churches, 
just in proportion to their foremost rank of popularity, wealth and 
position, he found refusing the utterance of God's word against it- 
And the foremost preachers, and Doctors of Divinity, the Kabbis in 
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Israel, instead of opening their lips in God's name in behalf of the 
dumb and down-trodden victims by millions of the worst oppression 
the world ever saw, he found shrinking back from such a righteous 
use of their name and influence in the service of God ; the very- 
prophets of the Lord shrivelling into old women, occupied with the 
dry nursing of their own reputation. 

These failures are recounted and lamented by Mr. Jay, with sor- 
row of heart, and fervent indignation at so reproachful a betrayal 
or concealment of the gospel, and relinquishment of great oppor- 
tunities to do good, out of the fear of hazarding something of one's 
own interest, refusing to embark in an enterprise for the Saviour. 
But he himself was a magnificent example to the contrary ; an ex- 
ample of a man perfectly willing deliberately to cast his whole re- 
putation, and the honor of an illustrious name, and all the influence 
gathered from the bright history of his ancestors, and all the un- 
bounded popularity that might have pursued him as the son of one 
of the greatest of our Revolutionary Patriots and Statesmen, in- 
heriting the talents, the nobleness, the wealth and the station of his 
father, into the support of a hated and despised cause, the most 
hated, odious, and unpopular on the face of the globe. In the free- 
dom, fearlessness, and heartiness with which he engaged in this 
effort, his position in the Episcopal Church is too well considered, 
together with the antagonism, so bitter, so haughty, so proud, so un- 
principled on principle, arrayed against him there ; so that he had 
to fight every step of his way without a single sympathising helper. 
No man can read, without admiration and gratitude for his faithful- 
ness, those powerful and timely publications, filled with awful facts 
and solemn reasonings, the ** Reproof of the American Church,'* 
and the ** Letter to Bishop Ives," in the year 1846. 

In the first of these productions he said, that, "had the Ameri- 
can Church from the first fought a good fight against slavery and 
caste, these abominations, which now so much impair her usefulness, 
and so widely extend the dominion of the great enemy of souls, 
would have been swept from our land ; a new proof would have 
been given of the divine character of our holy religion, and the 
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Christian priestliood would have required new claims to the grati- 
tude and reverence of mankind. If the church values the appro- 
bation of her divine Master; if she appreciates the character and 
objects of her own holy mission ; if she desires to avoid agitation 
in her councils, she must be more than the promulgator and advocate 
of an abstract theology, however pure and faithful in itself. She 
must practically exhibit the blessed gospel as at once ihe antagonist 
and corrective of every form of wickedness that mars the happiness 
of men in this world as well as the next ; she must, in short, mani- 
fest that faith which worketh by love, purifieth the heart, and over- 
cometh the world." 

In this publication, and in the letter to Bishop Ives, he reveals 
the nature of the system of wickedness which is sanctioned 
by the clergy and the church, and declares it to be of un- 
questionable knowledge that the portentous infidel philanthropy 
which had sprung up for want of a Christianity known by 
its fruits, had been mightily fostered and strengthened by the 
conduct of many of the clergy, straining at gnats and swallow- 
ing camels ; deposing men from the ministry for marrying the sister 
of a deceased wife, and confirming in it, with utmost benedictions, 
those who would sell other men's wives and children as merchandise ; 
preaching the gospel against dancing, and in favor of slavery ; 
moving in Bible Societies for supplying the destitute, but disclaim- 
ing all intention of giving the Bible to slaves ; discussing with 
heated anxiety the propriety of the words immerse or baptise in 
Bibles for the heathen, but profoundly indiflferent as to any Bible 
at all for the heathen in our own country ; sending missionaries, 
schools, teachers, to the ends of the earth, but to four millions of 
our own countrymen in bondage administering a modicum of oral 
instruction, and of that modicum no small portion confined to the 
duty of obedience, and the sin of running away ; anxious for a learn- 
ed ministry, and soliciting contributions for theological seminaries, 
and then, by reverend and right reverend trustees, inspecting the 
tincture of the skin as a qualification for the ministry, and, if it 
falls below the orthodox standard, rejecting the candidate with con- 
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tempt, and, if by chance he have received the ministerial commission, 
scornfully and lawlessly refusing him a seat in the councils of the 
church. 

" The ministers of Christ," says this faithful witness for Christ's 
persecuted poor, '' are faithless to their high and holy mission, 
when in the name of their Master they give their assent to in- 
justice, cruelty and oppression, and by their own example teach 
their people to despise the poor and helpless. The great Head of 
the Church has warned us against that fear of man which bringeth 
a snare, and demands that his ambassadors shall deliver his 
message of mercy and love, regardless aUke of the displeasure of 
such as are in high places, and of the scoffs and clamor of the god- 
less multitude. The tree is known by its fruits ; and that is not the 
religion of the gospel which fails to inculcate glory to God, and 
peace and good will to men." 

Whatever Judge Jay did, in the application of his principles, he 
did it heartily, as to the Lord and not as unto men, because the 
Word of the Lord was the fountain of those principles. His was 
the apostolic rule : **Not walking in craftiness, nor handling the Word 
of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth, commending 
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God." In 1852, 
he wrote and published a very powerful article on the servility and 
baseness of the professed followers of God and the gospel at this 
time in our own country, as compared with the fearlessness and 
nobleness of ancient confessers for the truth. The article was en- 
titled, *' Ancient and Modem Politicians ;" and a parallel was drawn 
between the politicians of Babylon in the time of Daniel, and the 
whigs and democrats who were for making the Fugitive Slave Bill a 
settlement for all consciences, a rule of despotism as inviolable as his 
Majesty's decree in the Kingdom of the Medes and Persians, relig- 
ion to be excluded by it from politics, and the human law made su- 
perior to the divine. The sarcasm of the parallel was severe, and 
the truths inculcated were of the boldest, most uncompromising kind- 
Insisting on the Christian duty of disobedience to any law that com- 
pelled men, or commanded them to violate the divine law, and hold- 
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ing it as a thing palpable to every Christian conscience, that the Fu- 
gitive Slave Bill required such violation, he counselled an open and 
resolute defiance and detestation of the law. ** Eemember," said he, 
** that Daniel's defiance of the King's decree was intentionally pub- 
lic. We owe it to the religion we profess, and to the Master we 
serve, to let our hatred and defiance of this law be unreserved and 
unquestioned. Nor is this all. As Christians, as patriots, as lovers 
of God and man, let us labor, without cessation and without weari- 
ness, to defeat the attempt of our politicians to render this law as 
unchangeable as that of the Medes and Persians. Let us pray 
against it, and speak against it, and write against it, and print 
against it, and vote against it. If need be, let us go to prison rather 
. than outrage the obligations of humanity, and the precepts of the 
Eedeemer." 

In accordance with these convictions of conscience, and fervid im- 
pulses of a noble nature, founded in what he knew to be the truth 
of God in reprobation of the crime of slavery as man-stealing, we 
find him securing for posterity the same eternal hatred, and pro- 
viding by his will the means for its perpetual manifestation. He 
left the following grand and just legacy: **I bequeath to my son 
one thousand dollars in trust, to be applied by him at his discretion 
in promoting the safety and comfort of fugitive slaves.*' By this 
testimony, he, being dead, yet speaketh. 

Every where, living, he carried and expressed this immortal 
hatred of oppression. The facts which he gathered and presented 
with such terrible power in his various publications, as well as the 
sagacity with which he selected them, were penetrated, electric and 
glowing, with this sentiment. Wherever in the world he travelled, 
by whatever circles he might be surrounded, with whatever induce- 
ments to a silent acquiescence beset, he carried this fire. Amid the 
attractions, engagements, labors and pleasures of his wanderings in 
the Old World, he remembered his beloved country beneath the bur- 
den of this guilt ; and the earnestness of his own personal conse- 
cration to the cause of the oppressed, received a new impulse in every 
scene, every company, at every occurrence, every spectacle, in for- 
6 
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eign countries and cities, by which he was reminded of the progress 
of the slave despotism at home. He never forgot nor relinquished 
for a moment the purpose of his life, but renewed it, with all the 
solemnity of a religious vow, in situations of the deepest interest. 

He began a letter to a friend, in the year 1844, on the summit of 
the great Pyramid of Gleireh. Around the stupendous monuments 
of superstition, and of despotism, *' stretches a land for forty cen- 
turies cursed with slavery." The scene and its associated history, 
reminded him of the bondmen and their oppressors in his own coun- 
try, and he wrote as follows: ** While trembling for my country, I 
here devote myself anew to the cause of American abolition." And 
resuming the letter at greater leisure in another place, he added» 
" I trust I shall return, through the blessing of God, with strength 
to mingle once more in the mighty host which is now battling in the 
cause of human rights. American abolition is never absent from 
my thoughts. It is engraven on my heart" 

It was in that heart, by the indwelling and inspiring power of 
God's truth, Gk)d*s righteousness, God's Spirit " Thy word have I 
hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee." Wherever 
Judge Jay went, he carried that light ; he walked by it, he lived by 
it, he sought to make the world better by it, and to reform the world 
with it. 

Now, as a true Christian Reformer, on the basis and ground of the 
Scriptures as the Word of God, and the doctrines and precepts there 
revealed to our knowledge for our guidance. Judge Jay's example is 
very precious. " It is only by celestial observations, ' * said Coleridge, . 
'* that terrestrial charts can be constructed. The flap-dragons of 
our modem code of political ethics coolly tell us that our celestial 
theories and meditations only unfit us for terrestrial science and work ; 
that the moral sense, under a mere moral discipline, is not to be 
trusted, is not a safe guide in the broad profound domain of politics, 
which is as a restless sea, in which the straight beams of our celes- 
tial light are not only refracted, but distorted, bent, twisted, turned 
any and every way, to meet the higher, more versatile claim and 
science of a political expediency. Under such refractions, beneath 
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the dancing gloomy lights of the waves of such a sea, if the rights 
^f millions to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are disre- 
garded, and men are converted into merchandise, it is only the sci- 
entific refractions of expediency inevitable upon the sea in which 
we must live, and constitutes a far less evil in morals, than the dis- 
turbance of the colossal unity of our political system, by insisting 
on the claims of justic s and the rights of black men as well as 
white to freedom. The glory of that colossal unity is palpable, not 
abstract, and is more expedient, yea, essential for the universe, than 
any strict obedience to the rigid rules of a theological morality as 
gathered from the Scriptures, could possibly be. 

Such is the deep and undermining effort, in which the apologists 
of slavery are engaged against conscience, and against the Word of 
God as its supreme infallible guide in all things. They would put 
it, if possible, beyond the power and province of theology to reprove 
it, beyond the province of the ministry to bring the Word of God to 
bear upon it. Keligion itself is set to ridicule reform. Infidelity 
is evoked against Christianity, by denying to Christianity the obli- 
gation and the right to labor for humanity. It being known and 
felt that the overthrow of human slavery is the great legitimate and 
obligatory work of a genuine reform under the light of the gospel, 
all reform is stigmatized and ridiculed, by an enlarged and subtle 
antinomianism, and the work of Christianity is represented as con- 
sisting only in a Sabbath array of ecstatic doctrinal speculations, 
separated from the week and the world, having nothing to do with 
men's business and bosoms for six days out of seven ; the Sabbath 
itself being but a bag of exhilarating gas, a vehicle for the admin- 
istration of a heavenly anodyne, by which political sinners especially 
may forget the world and their own iniquities, and imagine them 
selves in heaven. The Sabbath is a balloon for political aeronauts 
and gospel truth a lively stuff to inflate it, South-side ministers 
being paid on purpose for this service, as masters of the art of soar- 
ing. The gospel, under the retorts and crucibles of such chemists, 
becomes like an intoxicating decoction of hemp, that may, on the 
Sabbath, raise even a man-stealer's soul towards heaven, just as the 
hemp itself, if put to its legitimate duty in the week, would, accord- 
ing to the very letter of God's Word, hang him. 
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Now, amid tlie prevalence of such abominations, such smoke from 
the bottomless pit, it is a most refi-eshing, instructive and delightful 
thing to contemplate the life and labors of a Christian Patriot and 
Keformer, whose great object and work, pursued with singular direct- 
ness and perseverance, was the supremacy and power of the Word 
of God against the great prevalent wickedness of our day, social and 
organized, political and gigantic, in the embrace of which our church 
and country are advancing to ruin. In him we have an inspiring 
and animating example of steadfast regard to pure principle, to that 
which is just and right ; the career of a true Christian Patriot, 
faithful to his country, because faithful to his God. 

The false and wicked principles aud measures, avowed and adopt- 
ed in our governmental policy, and in our social and religious coteries 
of power, have been exposed and rebuked by Judge Jay with a most 
remarkable directness. You have but to read his book, entitled ** A 
view of the action of the Federal Government in behalf of Slavery,'* 
and you feel that if God would but bless our land with a few such 
intrepid patriots, we might be saved. There is the same truthful 
and solemn severity and faithfulness in his inquiry into the charac- 
ter and tendency of the American Colonization Society, his Address 
on the violation of the Eight of Petition, his Letters on the Measures 
of Compromise and the Fugitive Slave Bill, and on the failures of 
the Tract Society, the American Board, and other religious and be- 
nevolent associations. A friend and supporter of every good cause, 
he did not shrink from the task of publicly rebuking the departure 
from duty and betrayal of principle, in regard to the rights of the 
colored race, and the iniquity of slavery, of which nearly every 
popular society of professed Christian sentiments has been guilty. 
To the Bible Society, the American Sunday School Union, the Coloni- 
zation Society, the American Tract Society, and the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ; to every association in turn, 
when it came to this trial, and swerved from the path of truth and 
justice, he applied the Word of God and the plummet of his right- 
eousness for the measurement of the transgression. He was certainly 
severe, but with the majesty of truth, in behalf of the oppressed and 
injured, against the oppressing and the proud, and always in the ex- 
ercise of true Christian charity. 
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He liad that abhorrence of oppression, which is so clearly the 
mark of a good man's character in the Word of God, which consti- 
tutes an essential element in the life of a fervent charity, and which 
never would permit him to hide himself, or conceal his testimony, 
when there was needed the opening of eloquent lips in behalf of the 
dumb, and a protecting appeal and energy for the deliverance of the 
persecuted. He would make no terms with injustice, would endure 
no apology for it, would enter into no compromise with it, but hated 
and denounced it with the whole energy of his being. This was 
one of the finest developments of his nature. **A kind provi- 
dence," says Burke, '* has placed in our breasts a hatred of the un- 
just and cruel, in order that we may preserve ourselves from cruelty 
and injustice. They who bear cruelty, who tolerate it, are accom- 
plices in it. The pretended gentleness which excludes that charita- 
ble rancor against it, produces an indifierence which is half an ap- 
probation. They never will love where they ought to love, who do not 
hate where they ought to hate,'' Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. 

With him, to see the wrong, was instantly to strike for the right. 
He could not be indifferent, he could not be insensible, he never 
asked, Am I my brother's keeper ? He never pretended, Ikriew it 
not, but added to the Koman Homo sum, the still higher, Christ- 
ianus sum, and therefore nothing human to be considered foreign 
from me, but in Christ brought nearer than ever, and I made indeed, 
in the highest sense, my brother's keeper, delivered myself from 
prison, to minister to those in bonds. With such qualities, a man 
of such firmness was a providential gift to his country, in a period 
of general and dreadful defection. 

A dyke of such living men is what we need against the threaten- 
ing ruin. We are told that the shifting sands on the Mediterranean 
are carried inland by the winds, covering fields and vineyards to the 
depth of two or three feet, suffocating vegetation, and transforming 
the richest cultivation into a desert. The only effectual means of 
counteracting this evil is to plant lines of gigantic tamarisks along 
the coast, so as to form a living barrier. Just such a banier of 
living men, with resolute, benevolent and Christian principle, do we 
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need against the shifting sands of a political expediency more cruel 
than the grave. 

The character and labors of Judge Jay form a barrier of such 
strong and living verdure. If ever a nation had need of such men^ 
it is ours at this crisis. Judge Jay said, in his work on the Mexican 
"War, in reference to the express prohibition in the Word of God 
against following a multitude to do evil, that " no majority, however 
great, can be pleaded in justification of crime, or in mitigation 
of punishment." But our whole system of morality and religion 
seems settling down on what the multitude conclude and do, as the 
right of the popular sovereignty to do wrong. Our very judges are 
Pilates, giving sentence to content the people. Relations to the 
State are said to separate a man's political duties from his religion, 
so that, the instant a thing is declared political, it is sacred from all 
examination by the Word of God, and in its political aspects, Christ- 
tian ministers especially are interdicted from bringing that Word to 
bear upon it. The politics of a country may hang, crucify, or even 
bum alive a whole race of human beings; but the' iniquity cannot 
even be examined without presumption, the domain of politics being 
as sacred from the intrusion of religion as the Mohammedan Holy 
of Holies from the tread of infidel defiling Gentiles. 

The political aspects of slavery, our Eastern Magi gravely inform 
us, cannot be discussed under the light of divine truth, or in the 
court of a religious investigation. The discussion is agitating to a 
degree perilous to the interests of the salvation of souls and of the 
American Union. It is amazing that such disgraceful muzzling of 
divine truth can be endured. What if a mob should break into 
Professor Doremus' laboratory, while he is engaged in analyzing the 
vitals of some person murdered with the poison of arsenic ? What 
if they should swear that he should not be permitted to go on with 
his investigations, for that it agitated and disturbed the community 
to a degree perilous to its union and its interests ? About as wise 
and well grounded is the attempt to secure slavery from any examin- 
ation and reprobation by the Word of Grod, on the pretence of its 
being a political subject, and therefore subversive of the peace of a 
Christian congregation. Every church, every pulpit may be fairly 
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regarded as God*s appointed laboratory for spiritual experiments 
upon the sins of a world lying in wickedness, that must be exposed 
and demonstrated in order to be conquered. 

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, and 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God. Now, how possibly can any thing be known 
to be contrary to the knowledge of God, except it be investigated by 
his own Word ? And what higher abomination can there be exalt- 
ed, or more blasphemously, than when injustice, cruelty, and oppres- 
sion, the oppression not of individuals, but of a whole race, are set 
forth as justice, as the supreme rule of government and people, in 
place of the supremacy of the divine law ? If such an iniquity, 
' and such an impious, arrogant assumption and enthronement of it, 
be shielded from rebuke, if the attempt be made to hide it from the 
fire and reprobation of God*s Word on the Sabbath, under pretence 
that it is political, that is just as much as to say that its being so 
formidable a sin, and so highly exalted, puts it beyond reach of the 
Word of God. The statutes of Omri are kept, and the iniquity 
arrogates a fellowship with God, because framed by law. The very 
quality that renders it above all things necessary that it be attacked 
and beaten down with the weapons appointed of God for this very 
purpose, is urged as the reason why Christian preachers should let 
it alone. The altar where it has fled for refuge, it is assumed, must 
protect it, because the altar is so sacred, and the iniquity so pro- 
fane. 

It is obvious that in this way any scheme of villainy has but to 
be organized as an institution, and baptised as political, and thence- 
forth it is secure from exposure, it may run riot and not be rebuked. 
The political baptism makes it as sacred as madness, and the pulpit 
and the ministry become a city of refuge for all highly exalted ras- 
calities. When Joab, the hoary traitor, and man of cruelty and 
blood, had fled to the tabernacle, and laid hold on the horns of the 
altar, Solomon sent to have him drawn from that hiding place ; but, 
as he would not come, he had him slain even there. At the lowest 
period of Jewish debasement, the temple and the altar never were 
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made a more disgraceful deviVs mart and refuge for hypocrites, tlian 
the Christian pulpit in our day, when the political villanies of the 
week and world are sheltered in it, and the divine reprobation upon 
slavery has a legal injunction served against its utterance. 

In his letter to Mr. Elliott, Judge Jay has set forth in its true 
light, with great force of argument and language, the cruelty, mean- 
ness and intense wickedness of the Fugitive Slave Law, and the 
treachery against Grod and religion committed by all who justify or 
sustain it. It is humiliating and painful to read such a record of 
the shame of our public men, the debauchery and depravity of the 
public conscience, the servility and baseness of the clergy, who could 
make haste to cast the required incense on the smoking altar of this 
sacrifice to Moloch ; but it is good and satisfactory to the heart, 
filled with indignation and contempt for such debasement, to read, ' 
in language of just and powerful severity, the scathing reprobation 
of a virtuous and honorable mind against it. Judge Jay's character 
and position made him a witness for humanity and justice, whose 
rebukes could neither be dismissed unnoticed, nor flung aside in 
scorn ; they were keenly felt, and it was a source of intense morti- 
fication to those apologists for slavery who desired to appropriate to 
themselves the reputation of being the sole party of property, re- 
spectability and standing, to find themselves laid bare, rebuked and 
satirized, by a man whom they could not by any possibility hold up 
to contempt. 

Judge Jay was not afraid of his own principles, but always earn- 
estly, and with a will and purpose, avowed them. This calm fear- 
lessness, this disregard of obloquy, this superiority to the shame at- 
tached to the advocacy of the rights of the oppressed, was an ele- 
ment of irresistible power. He despised the odium connected with 
the name of Abolitionist, and avowed the name, himself, as the 
watchword of his own principles. He was Foreign Corresponding 
Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society as early as 1835. 
He would have regarded as beneath contempt the cowardice which 
could ask, on a question of great moral principle. Is this, or that, or 
the other respectability or rabbi of society, an Abolitionist? It was 
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never Lis habit to enquire in regard to the arbitration of conscience, 
or the will of his Divine Master, Have any of the rulers, or of the 
Pharisees, believed on him ? In consequence of this firm and fear- 
less avowal of his opinions, he sufiered, in common with the faithful 
few, what degree of proscription the enemies of freedom could drive 
against him, and passed, unmoved, through the fearful crisis of mob- 
violence in our country. It was a dreadful period, but most merci- 
fully providential in being too soon ; the explosion of popular fury 
took place before the conspirators had finished their mining opera- 
tions, and before the corruption of conscience had been carried deep 
enough. It was none too early, when the Abolitionists begun their 
work ; none too early for the agitation of this great question, but it 
was too early for the mobs. Had the work of discussion, com- 
menced by Judge Jay and others, been deferred, till the slaveocracy, 
as at present, had undermined and occupied every citadel, it could 
not have been undertaken at all. Had the experiment of mobs been 
defeiTed till the Dred Scott decision, the mobs would have been gov- 
ernmental, and omnipotent. The agitation of the subject was begun 
in quiet, and the mobs rose up, by God*s over-ruliug mercy too soon, 
in the face of conscience, before that corruption of principle, and 
treachery of the church, which has since become so general. Had. 
the mob-power been as sagacious, as it is brute and overwhelming, 
it would have waited till all the posts of society and of govern- 
ment were occupied by the friends of mob- violence against freedom ; 
then it would have been omnipotent. Judge Jay's brief notice of 
the mob of five thousand in New York to prevent the formation of 
a city Anti-Slavery Society, and his quotations from the incendiary 
appeals of editors under the profession of the philanthropy of Colo- 
nization, reveal something of the perils of this conflict twenty-five 
years ago. 

It is now just seventy years since Mr. Jay's birth, a period unex- 
ampled in the development of energy, both good and bad ; a period 
of revolution, discovery, science, progress ; a period in which crimes 
cast off, and buried by other nations, have been raised from the grave 
and charged with new life, enlarged, transfigured and glorified, in 
7 
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our national existence and jurisprudence. The adyancement of our 
government Las been first to a strength in which it might have ful- 
filled its obligations to God and humanity ; but second to a despot- 
ism, in the working of which the very Constitution, originally adopt- 
ed by the people of the United States, is perverted for the interests 
and supremacy of an oligarchy of slaveholders, to the destruction of 
freedom and justice. No nation ever, in as many generations as we 
have lived years, committed such crimes as ours. We are already 
veteran in guilt, and in our progress have yoked tyranny and free- 
dom together, and in enthroning as an article of national jurispru- 
dence the personal slavery of a race of millions, in violation both of 
natural right and of the divine law, have carried an oppression and 
cruelty, bearing the reprobation of both, to a height and consumma- 
tion, such as men before would hardly have dared to conceive, much 
less to body forth the conception into action. 

By means of this iniquity, by the elevation of an oligarchy to 
such power, through such legislation, the way is prepared for the 
ruin of our own liberties. This is God's law. If ye have not been 
faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that 
which is your own ? Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not 
spoiled, and dealest treacherously when they dealt not treacherously 
with thee. When thou hast made an end of spoiling, then they 
will spoil thee ; and when thou ceasest to deal treacherously, they 
shall punish thee. 

Our nation might have become God's priesthood of freedom to the 
world ; but we are the foremost example of tyranny and selfishness. 
God bestowed upon us power to be used for Him, a capability of 
light to shine for him ; for in our national as well as individual ca- 
pacity, he does with us as we with torches do, not light them for 
themselves. But we have put darkness for light, and light for dark- 
ness ; have set up not merely the maxim of doing evil that good 
may come, but have said, by judicial announcement, Evil, be thou 
my good, and have enthroned the moral assassination of a race, as 
an article and element of our justice, a justice determined not by 
moral considerations, but by the tincture of the skin. We have put 
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into most offensive form the impiety which other nations may have 
acted, but have hardly dared acknowledge to themselves, much less 
adopted in theory as their creed. Striking down the law of con- 
science from its supremacy, we have been seen justifying and enforc- 
ing the most inhuman and iniquitous jurisprudence, simply on the 
plea that it is law ; annihilating the divine law by the human, mak- 
ing the law of Grod of none effect by our traditions. Our country, 
right or wrong, go it blind, has been the watchword. 

And this impiety has been wrought into a still more subtle, insin- 
uating and seductive form, in the asserted sovereign right of the 
people in each State to enslave their fellow beings, if they choose. 
Instead of the inalienable right of each person to liberty, our mod- 
em declaration of independence, of popular sovereignty, is the ina- 
lienable right of freemen to enslave the black race at their pleasure. 
The way to preferment and power is through the most abandoned 
and remorseless assertion and support of such villainy. No matter 
what corruption, what iniquity, however gross or palpable, it is 
translated into honor by this baseness. Add but the crime of ser- 
vility in support of slavery to every other crime, and the whole 
mass is immediately transmuted into virtue, and becomes the just 
subject of reward and praise. 

** But lately," said Judge Jay, ** the business of catching slaves 
was regarded as one of the lowest grades of scoundrelism. Now, 
great pains are taken by our men of property and standing to en- 
noble it ; and men of eminence in the legal profession, are stooping 
to take the wages of iniquity, and lending themselves to consign 
to the horrors of American slavery men whom they know to 
be innocent of crime." Judge Jay predicts the debauchery of con- 
science and of morals that must follow from such lessons of injus- 
tice and cruelty, ** set by the rich and moral ; from the avowal, by 
men of high position in both Church and State, of principles utterly 
subversive of that regard for justice and mercy, which is not only 
one of the peculiar and beautiful features of our holy religion, but 
also one of the strongest safeguards of person and property. Some 
slave-holders in Congress propose a law, the provisions of which 
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may well have been inspired by that evil and malignant spirit 
that goeth about seeking whom he may devour ; a law openly setting 
at defiance the established rules of evidence, and levelling in the 
dust all the barriers erected by the common law around the personal 
liberty of the citizen ; a law requiring every man, at the summons 
of a miscreant slave-catcher, to assist him in his damnable work ; 
a law, seeking by fine and imprisonment, to suppress the impulses of 
humanity, and the gushings of Christian sympathy. No sooner is 
this accursed law proposed, than rival politicians contend for the 
honor of giving it their support ; and no sooner is it enacted, than 
the two great rival parties strive to gain votes for their presidential 
candidates by pledging their best endeavors to carry it into execu- 
tion. It being affirmed by some that a law thus requiring them to 
participate in deeds of cruelty and injustice, is at variance with the 
divine commands, forthwith we have our public men and party 
presses sneering at the higher law, and insulting all who acknow- 
ledge its paramount authority above an act of Congress ; worse than 
all, we have our ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ descanting from 
their pulpits on the reverence due to the powers that be as ordained 
of God, and actually urging the duty of obedience to one of the 
most ungodly and execrable enactments of modem legislation." 
** But the sin most rampant in our land, a sin which counts its vic- 
tims by millions, and its perpetrators, abettors and apologists by 
millions more, a sin which taints our holy things, enfeebles our 
churches, corrupts our statesmen, sways our judges, hardens the 
hearts of our people, blunts their sense of mercy and justice, and 
which is crowding the ranks of infidelity, this sin may not be men- 
tioned in our fashionable pulpits to ears polite, nor even alluded to 
in the multifarious publications of the American Tract Society.'* 

Judge Jay's indignation at such treachery and debasement of the 
Christian church, such desecration of religion in the sanction of the 
detestable enormities of slavery by the gospel, knew no bounds. 
He gave it vent in every direction, and did not spare his own church 
as being foremost in the guilt of such impiety, As early as 1846, 
he published " Introductory Kemarks to the Keproof of the American 



53 

Church, contained in the recent history of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in America, by the Bishop of Oxford." Nothing can exceed 
the pungent severity and power of the array of facts, remonstrances, 
sarcasm, argument and solemn entreaty, in that publication, and in 
that Letter to Bishop Ives, to which we have refeiTed, against the 
sanction of American slavery by the Church of God. The indict- 
ment of guilt is terrible, the facts are terrible, the proof terrible, 
the manifestation of guilt and shame, without repentance, unendur- 
able. And beyond question, no small portion of the odium heaped 
upon Judge Jay, and the malignity directed against him, was the 
result of ecclesiastical wrath, in consequence of the fearless, unspar- 
ing and holy earnestness with which, in the name of God, divine 
truth, a suffering humanity, and the dishonored cross of the Ee- 
deemer, he rebuked the Church and its authorities, for their com- 
plicity with such monstrous wickedness. To such an extent had the 
prejudice against him gone, that when this faithful witness for the 
honor of his Lord had finished his course, the resolutions of sympa- 
thy and sorrow, drawn up by the colored church of the Messiah, in 
the city of New York, and published in several of the newspapers, 
were refused insertion in the Protestant Churchman. 

In consecrating his powers to a prolonged conflict against the 
iniquity of slavery, and a patient, continued, persevering defence of 
the rights of an oppressed race, Judge Jay found himself pledged to 
an indefatigable industry and elasticity, in a variety of labors ac- 
cumulating to the end. In such a cause he would have found em- 
ployment for the largest and most comprehensive faculties, whether 
of reasoning or imagination, ever bestowed on any human being. 
He grew himself in intellectual stature, as in practical wisdom and 
piety, with the grasp and variety of his own efforts in this cause. 
Yet he had to meet the reproach of fanaticism, of narrow minded- 
ness, of being a man of one idea, and almost of insanity, in the 
prosecution of it. But this, in all ages, has been the stale and 
common place remark, the worthless, witless ridicule of small 
minds, and selfish, pleasure-seeking triflers, against the persistent, 
earnest prosecutors of large and radical reforms. 
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A MAN OF ONE IDEA, and because of that, therefore he has made 
his mark upon the world, therefore has traced a path of light never 
to be forgotten, never to cease its shining, therefore has filled an 
nm in the firmament of bright examples, from which a radiance 
will be poured for all generations. A man of one idea I So was 
Wilberforce a man of one idea, so was Clarkson, so was Washing- 
ton, so was Oliver Cromwell, so was Moses of old, and Joshua, and 
Samuel. So was Howard, so was Luther, so was Paul, and so must 
every man be, with the limits upon human genius and ability, who 
intends or expects to accomplish much in such a world. So was 
Newton a man of one idea. And if one idea takes in the rights 
and interests of a whole race of human beings to all generations, if 
it takes up the duty of a nation of thirty millions to do justly and 
to love mercy, if it asserts and vindicates the nature of justice, the 
repeal of hoary abuses, the obligation of benevolence, the sinking 
of Artesian wells for the supply of communities to all times in all 
climates with living water, the conversion of sand wastes into 
gardens, of emnity into love, of cruelty and war into good will, gen- 
tleness, peace on earth, and glory to God in the highest ; such an 
idea might occupy the mind most comprehensive, we will not say of 
the human race ever created, but of angels or archangels. 

Now, it is impossible to measure the importance, or the compre- 
hensiveness, or the blessedness of the scheme of the abolition of 
slavery, or to guage the amount of its beneficence, as applied to 
this country and to Africa. It is beyond question the greatest in- 
dividual special work of philanthropy ever proposed or entered on ; 
in its issues, connections, consequences, branching out into infinity, 
and at the present hour demanding the application and tasking the 
energies of the most comprehensive intelligence ; calling for the 
largest views, the greatest wisdom, the profoundest sagacity, the 
most perfect disinterestedness, against the greatest array of enemies 
and obstacles ever organized in opposition to any reform. 

And yet the Christian spirit that embarks in it, is stigmatized 
even by professed Christians, as the fanaticism of one idea ; and 
not even the combination of intellect and piety in the character of 
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Judge Jay, could protect him from attempted ostracism by such re- 
proach. A man of one idea, and that idea involving the happiness, 
and worthy to concentrate the energies of the whole human race, 
grappling the soul to its interests in every direction, whether of 
fact or principle ; bringing into consideration the profoundcst pro- 
blems of the social state, the principles of justice and morality, 
natural and revealed, the sacredness of the human personality, the 
wickedness of the violation of it, and the defiance of the proprietor- 
ship of the Creator in the bodies and souls of men ; bringing into 
view the law of nature, the sentence of the natural conscience, the 
tenor and reason of the divine law, the interpretation and applica- 
tion thereof; showing what is due from man to God, and what is 
just and binding from man to man; a vast, mighty primeval 
mountain-range of principle, whose base is at the centre, while its 
summits peirce the heavens, and catch the earliest dawn, and dis- 
miss the latest gleams of sunset. 

On the other side, of injustice and immorality, the exposure 
and conquest of a crime, that in its nature and consequences is the 
revelation of the deepest depravity, and of the accumulating and 
enlarging remorseless, destructive, hereditary, self-propagating, and 
compound perpetuating power of that depravity, in one special form 
of impiety towards Grod and cruelty towards man, involving genera- 
tions and empires, and concentrating the broadest testimony of 
history and philosophy in its demonstration. 

And again, in the direction of truth and duty against this crime, 
a revelation of the most comprehensive and particular benevolence, 
the largest philanthropy, the most Christian charity, the application 
of the light and mercy of the cross, the truth of one and the same 
human brotherhood in all races, and the rescue of the most outcast 
and oppressed, and the elevation of the lowest and most degraded ; 
compassion and sympathy bestowed just where the Eedeemer of 
mankind poured out the infinitude of his love, and taught his 
followers to walk in the same path of affectionate, sympathising 
effort, with the assurance that the tears of pity dropped were 
dropped for him, and the prayers offered for the enslaved were pious 



56 

oblations for him, and the sufferings in their behalf were sufferings 
for him, and the acts of charity to them were bestowed on him ; for 
inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, 
ye did it unto me. 

In another direction still, the same one idea comprehends the re- 
generation of Africa, the drying up of the central fountain of the 
miseries of those oppressed and outcast millions, the subduing of 
the whirlwind of avarice and cruelty, that as a trade-hurricane has 
swept incessantly its wrecks of wretchedness from that quarter of 
the world to the haven of legalized and Christian piracy in ours ; 
and in its place the breathing of the breath of love and mercy in 
the peace of God, a trade-breeze of heaven's truth and blessedness, 
wafting to that desolated continent the treasures of the gospel. 

In our own land, it comprehends the restoration of justice to law, 
and the subduing of the tyranny of law to the supremacy of 
righteousness, the exclusion of the throne of iniquity from its fel- 
lowship with a divine authority by legal mischief, the renovation of 
the Constitution, and its deliverance out of the piratical thraldom in 
which it has been held, and the torture to which it has been sub- 
jected, and its restoration to the throne in the heart and conscience 
of the people, from which it had been cast down, but where God 
has appointed the supremacy of all just government, releasing us 
from our allegiance to it, whenever it renounces its own allegiance 
to him ; — the regeneration, or reconstruction on principles of 
justice and truth, of the system of political economy, and the de- 
liverance of this science from the despotism of selfish knavery 
under the guise of expediency, in which it has been perfected as a 
science of robbery and wrong ; — the restoration of labor to its 
dignity and its just reward, and the substitution of honesty in the 
payment of just wages, in the place of that villainy by which 
millions have been defrauded, from childhood to old age and death, 
not only of their pecuniary dues, but robbed of themselves, degrad- 
ed into chattels, and made merchandise for others' gains. 

Last and not least, the deliverance of the church of God from an 
^ncubus of crime and spiritual death, that has curdled her blood, 
converted her very charities into nightmares of despotism, her 
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truths into the defences of unrighteousness, her catechisms into 
vessels of the broth of abominable things, her prophets into 
apologists for crime, her pulpits, her churches, her ministry, her 
ordinances, into sacramental bulwarks of the greatest iniquity and 
villainy ever organized on the face of the earth ; her deliverance 
from this horrid usurpation of a second Man of sin and Son of per- 
dition, and the renewal of her freedom and purity by that faith 
which worketh by love, by a conflict for the oppressed against the 
oppressor, by the Word of God hid in her heart, and its lightnings 
shot from her own being against this gigantic wickedness. Then 
will follow, in the sight of a rejoicing world, the restoration of its 
supremacy and honor to the Word of God, the demonstration 
irresistible of its being the Word of God attended with his Spirit, 
by its manifested moral omnipotence, by the fulfilment of the 
assurance that it shall be mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds, and of every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God. 

In this cause of Peace and Love, there is no possibility of failure. 
There can be no sincere and heartfelt effort, which is not, already, in 
itself a victory, and in Christ's allotment of reward, a crown of 
glory. It is part of our Christian soldiership, that what men call, 
in the conflicts of this world, death and failure, is but life and suc- 
cess. ** To die," says De Quincy, ** to die early, that belongs to the 
chances of the profession which the soldier has adopted. But to die 
as an aid-de-camp in the act of riding across a field of battle with 
some important order that has not been delivered, to feel that a sac- 
rifice so vast for the sufferer will not stir a ripple on the surface of 
that mighty national interest for which the sacrifice has been made, 
this it is which in such a case makes the pang of dying/' 

Now, in our glorious Christian soldiership, there is no such pang, 
no such possibility. The obscurest aid-de-camp, with the most un- 
important order, or what to the eye of earthly ambition, or in the 
judgment of a proud aspiring mind, might seem unimportant, is as 
directly, lovingly, nobly under the notice and care, and as honorably 
in the service of his Divine Master, as the most conspicuous com- 
8 



58 

mander, starred, tasselled, epauletted with distinctions. There is 
no respect of persons with Him, and whatsoever good thing any man 
shall do, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 
or free. It is the heart that Ghxi looks at, and not the stature nor 
the sphere ; it is the intention, the eye single, the purpose of grate- 
ful love to the Kedeemer, and sympathy with the oppressed. A cup 
of cold water put to the lips of the poorest, most unknown, most iso- 
lated fugitive, may be more important than an ocean of cataractical 
and foaming exploits and expeditions, by generals and armies, by 
the leaders of national interests, by politicians and philosophers. 
Nor shall the cup be lost, nor its efficiency in God's great chain of 
causes annihilated, because, by some accidental jar, or sudden faint- 
ness, or failure of strength, or stumbling, or chain-shot as on the 
field of battle, the cup may be dropped, and the kind and generous 
intentions apparently defeated. Yet not defeated ; for in itself the 
effort is a precious fruit of love, a glorious work of grace ; a seed 
that has come to its perfection, and produced a harvest, the benevo- 
lent intention being an element of character divinely perfect, Christ 
and his life completed in the soul, a victory over self and sin, a bat- 
tle fought and the enemy conquered, and the intelligence of such a 
conquest, the knowledge of such practical piety, conveyed, as on the 
wings of light, in the rainbow flashings of the very drops of water 
scattered and lost and shining in their fall from the cup, out of 
which they should have been poured, out of which they were in- 
tended to be poured, into the thirsty lips of the perishing. Nothing 
is lost, nothing forgotten, nothing wasted, that is done for Christ, 
nothing defeated or incomplete, that has in it the perfection of an 
aim of disinterested, grateful faith and love. It may seem a dis- 
appointment and a failure here, but in the world of spiritual light 
and glory it is a perfect and complete success. 
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